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JIMCKYPC-AHAJII3 YSIBJEHB YKPATHIIIB IIIOJ0 KAPAHTHHY:
KOPOTKA JOIIOBIJAb
Anomauisn

Mema. Jlocniodxcennsa cnpamoane Ha 3 ACYBAHHA JNIHSBICMUYHOI CeMaHMUKU
NOHAMMSL KAPAHMUH Ma 0COOaUBOCMeEl 1020 CRPULIHAMMA YKPATHYAMU.

Memoou. /{uckypcuenuii ananiz nucbMo8ux 8U3HAYEHb KAPAHMUHY, OMPUMAHUX
6i0 104 pociticokomosnux emuiunux ykpainyie (47,1% oicinok; cepeowniil ik - 41,5).
Buseneni ouckypcu xnacugikosano, KitbKiCHO 8U3HAUEHO Ma 00POOAEHO 3a 00NOMO20I0
Memoody OiHapHOI 1o2icmu4Hol pepecii.

Pezynomamu. Kapaumun, nos’szanuii iz Covid-19, npeocmasneHuti y Mo6HIl
Cc8I00MOCMI  POCIICbKOMOBHUX — YKDPAIHYIE  OUCKYPCUBHUM  NOJIeM, SKe  BKIYAE

mortazlmeﬂwe CiM B8NI3HABAHUX, CEMAHMUYHO dABMOHOMHUX MA 63AEMONO0B "S3AHUX
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ouckypcie: "Obmexcennus xoumaxmig"; "Canimapia ma ciciena"; "[zonayis xeopux";
"Ilowupennsn aipycy”; "3minu cnocoby ocummsa'; "Dopmanvro-6r0poxpamuyne
peazysanns"; "30epeocenns 300pog'a”. 32iono pezyrvmamis 00CNIONHCEHHS, 3A3HAYEHI
ouckypcu nepebysaroms 8 cneyu@iuniti 83aEMo0ii 00UH 3 0OHUM, A MAKONC 3 OeSIKUMU
HeOUCKYPCUBHO20 (haKmopamu, wjo 3a2aiom Ymeoproe OUCKYPCUBHY hopmayito noHamms,
KapawmuH.

Bucnoexu. Bcmanosneno, wo akmyanizayisi 0OHUX OUCKYPCI8 CYRPOBOONCYEMBCSL
0e3aKMuUBayi€elo THWUX, wWo pooumsv CHPUUHAMMA KAPAHMUHY OOHOCMOPOHHIM mda
ynepeoxcenum. Ompumani pe3yromamu Maroms 8aXCIUEY MA NOMEHYIUHO KOPUCH)
NpAaKmMu4Hy NepcneKmugy 3acmocyeanns. A came, egexmuene enioemionoziume
iHGhOpMYy8aHHs Mae 8paxo8yeamu OUCKYPCUBHT 0COOIUBOCNT CEMAHMUKU KAPAHMUHY 05
NeBHOI eMHIYHOL epynu ato0ell.

Knrwwuoei cnosa: xapanmun, xoeio 19, xopoHnasipyc, Ouckypc, niHe8iCmMuiHa

cemarmuka, oxopona 300p06 A
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JIMCKYPC-AHAJIN3 NPEJICTABJIEHU YKPAUHIIEB O
KAPAHTUHE: KPATKUH OTYET
Annomauus

Ilenw. Hccneoosanue nanpasneno Ha GvliacHeHUe TUHSEUCUYECKOU CeMAaHMUKU
HOHAMUS KAPAHMUH U 0COOEHHOCMEl €20 80CHPUAMUS YKPAUHYAMU.

Memoowvl. J{uckypcueuviii aHaiu3 NUCbMEHHbIX ONpeoeNeHull KapaumuHa,
noayyenHvlx om 104 pycckosazvlunvlx smuuueckux ykpaunyes (47,1% owcenwun, cpeonuii
eospacm - 41,5). Bulasnennvle OUCKypcol KlacCu@uyuposamvl, KOIUYECMBEHHO
onpeodenenvl U 00PaAbOMAHBL C NOMOWDBIO MEMOOA OUHAPHOU TO2UCTUYECKOL PecpecCUl.

Pesynomamotr. Kapanmun, ceasannvii ¢ Covid-19, npeocmasnen 6 s3blK080M
CO3HAHUU PYCCKOAZLIYHBIX YKPAUHYE8 OUCKYPCUBHBIM NOJleM, KOmopoe GKIoyaem, no
MeHbuwiel — mepe, ceMb  pACNO3HABAEMbIX,  CEMAHMUYECKU  ABMOHOMHbIX U
83AUMOCBA3AHHBIX OUcKypcos: “‘Oepanuuenue konmaxkmos”; “‘Canumapus u eueuena’;
“Uzonayus 6onvuevix’’; “Pacnpocmpanenue supyca”; “Hzmenenus obpaza owcuznu’;
“@opmanvro-b10pokpamuueckoe peazuposanue”; “Coxpanenue 300posvs’’. Co2nacHo
Pe3yIbmamos UCCie008aHUs, NePeyUCieHHble OUCKYPCbl HAX00AMCs 8 Cheyuduyeckom
83aumooelicmsuu opye ¢ Opy2om U ¢ HeKOMOPbIMU HEOUCKYPCUBHBIMU (haKkmopamu, Ymo
Gopmupyem OUCKypCcusHyo opmayuio NOHAMuUsL KapaumuH.

Buieoowt. Ycmanosneno, umob akmyanuzayusi 0OHUX OUCKYPCO8 CONPOBOHNCOACICS
deaxmusayueti Opyaux, Ymo o00yciasiusaem 0OHOCHMOPOHHOCMb U MEHOEeHYUO3HOCHIb
gocnpusimusi pecnoHoeHmamu kapaumuna. Ilonyuennvle pesyismanul umerom 8aiCHyIO u
HOMEHYUAIbHO NOJe3HYI0 NPpAKMU4ecKylo nepcnekmuey npumeneHus. B uacmuocmu,
agppexmuenoe snudemuonocuyeckoe UHPopmMuposarue npeonoiazaem HeooxooumMocmy
yuema OUCKYPCUBHBIX O0COOEHHOCmel CeMaHmMuKy KapauHmuHa OJs ONnpeoeseHHOU

SMHUUECKOU 2PYNNbL IH0O0El.
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DISCOURSE ANALYSIS OF THE QUARANTINE IDEATIONS OF
UKRAINIANS: A BRIEF REPORT

Abstract

Purpose of the study. Research aims at clarification of linguistic semantics of

quarantine concept and how it perceived by Ukrainians.

Design and Methods. Discourse analysis of written quarantine definitions
provided by the 104 russian-speaking ethnic Ukrainians (47.1% of women, average age —
41.5). Discovered discourses were classified, quantified and processed with binary

logistic regression method.

Results. Covid-19 related quarantine is represented in the linguistic consciousness
of russian-speaking Ukrainians by a discursive field, which includes at least seven

recognizable, semantically autonomous and interconnected discourses: “Contact
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restriction”; “Sanitation and hygiene”; “Isolation of infected”; “Virus dissemination”;

“Lifestyle changes”; “Bureaucratic response”; “Health preservation”. According to the
research results, the listed discourses have been specifically interacting with each other
and with some non-discursive factors, which creates the discursive formation of the

quarantine concept.

Implications. Established that the actualization of some discourses is accompanied
by the deactivation of specific others, what makes quarantine perception one-sided and
biased. The results obtained have an important and potentially useful practical
application perspective. Thus, effective epidemiological informing should consider

discursive features of quarantine semantics for particular ethnic group of people.

Keywords: quarantine, Covid-19, coronavirus, discourse, linguistic semantics,

public health.

Problem statement. Efficient implementation of quarantine involves behavioral,
organizational, informational, value and other factors synchronization of the actions by
millions of people. One of the formal quarantine definitions states it is 'a restriction on the
movement of people and goods which is intended to prevent the spread of disease or pests'
(Quarantine, 2020). Obviously, human beings are barely guided by formal definitions, but
rather their own ideas on the matter. To implement the mentioned synchronization, it is
necessary to clarify semantic features of quarantine concept and how it perceived by

specific individuals and groups of people.

Recent research analysis proves obvious scarcity and understandable sparsity of
such  studies for the  Ukraine population (Haletska et al., 2020,
Rutynskyi & Kushniruk, 2020). Much more attention has been paid to this issue in
foreign studies (Brooks et.al, 2020; Khan et.al, 2020; Liu et.al, 2020; Muscogiuri et.al,
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2020; Nussbaumer-Streit et.al, 2020; Parmet et.al, 2020; Piguillem et.al, 2020; Webster
et.al, 2020).

Purpose of the article. Research aims at clarification of linguistic semantics of
quarantine concept and how it perceived by individuals from the particular ethnic group,

1.e. Ukrainian nationality.

Results and discussions. The corresponding research was conducted by us on a
sample of Russian-speaking Ukrainians. The sample includes 104 participants (all of them
with higher education; aged 21 to 62 years; 47.1% of women) from several regions of
Ukraine: Kyiv, Dnipro, Kharkiv, Odessa, Lviv, Rivne, Mukachevo. The study was
conducted in the second half of May 2020, which means that all respondents spent more
than 60 days under national quarantine conditions, started in Ukraine on March 11, 2020.
Most of the respondents worked during the quarantine period, visiting offices and other
places of professional activity. 13.5% - were on short-term of self-isolations (from 1 to 15
days). One respondent self-isolated himself for 50, and two — for 56 days. According to the
participants' self-reports, no one in the indicated period had been officially diagnosed with
any diseases and had not experienced any sickness symptoms at the time of the study.
6.7% of respondents said that among their personal environment have been some
acquaintances (family members, close friends, work colleagues, etc.) who got sick on

coronavirus during quarantine (from 1 to 7 people).

Participants had been asked to set out their own understanding of quarantine, i.e.
formulate an appropriate definition in written. Respondents also assessed how much their
psychological well-being and everyday life routine had been changed during quarantine
and shared some socio-demographic parameters in anonymous questionnaire ‘My
Quarantine’, which along with statistical analysis results are publicly available at Harvard
Dataverse (Shymko & Babadzhanova, 2020). The respondents’ quarantine definitions

were classified and quantified based on such a linguistic category as a discourse
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(Fairclough, 1995, Foucault, 1972). Herewith the practical side of discourses
identification in the texts studied was realized through recognizing stable semantic

autonomies generated by dispersions of verbal meanings (Shymko, 2018).

This classification work was carried out by the experts (four scientists, practical
researchers with more than 20 years of professional background in the field of applied
psycholinguistics). At the first step, each expert independently analyzed every text and
formed the initial classification of the identified discourses. Then these discourses were
compiled together and in such a way a general list of 23 discourses was created. At the
second step, the experts had discussed the general list, clarified the semantics of
previously derived discourses and through terminological unification the list was reduced
to nine positions. On the third step the hierarchical cluster analysis had been applied, the
results of which substantiated the expediency of combining some of the discourses, that
ultimately allowed us to distinguish seven discourses in the respective discursive field

(Table 1).

Table 1
Discursive field of quarantine concept
Discourse title Semantic content of discourses derived by
experts
1. Contact restriction Restriction/control of contacts, meetings and

movements as contacts motivators, its
amplifiers and intensifiers. Aspect of forced
passivity.

2. Sanitation and hygiene Sanitary and hygiene products and their use,
preventive measures. Quarantine behavior
(awareness, caution, discipline), including
social distancing, remote work and self-
1solation. The internality aspect. Activity.

3. Isolation of infected Isolation of infected and sick people, as well as
those who have been in contact with them (ones
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suspected of being infected). Segregation
aspect.

4. Virus dissemination Prevention (restriction, control) of the spread of

the virus (disease). Socio-geographical aspect.
Reducing the number of infected people and/or
patients.

5. Lifestyle changes Change in the habitual (everyday) way of life of
people and society overall (work, home life,
entertainment, etc.). Not specified limitations
and restrictions of life activity. Discomfort and
frustration, as indicators of a reaction to a
violation of the regular lifestyle.

6. Bureaucratic response The introduction of official standards and
regulations by the authorities. Socio-legal and
medical-infrastructural  aspects of  state
(societal) regulation. Epidemic statistics and
other studies. Organization of public awareness
(alert system).

7. Health preservation Isolation of healthy people. Preservation,
maintenance and promotion of health.
Treatment of patients, contribution to their
recovery. Medicines and drugs in the aspect of
the means of recovery/maintaining health.
Restriction of human rights and freedoms in
connection with quarantine. The repressive
aspect with “justifying” rationalization (for a
good cause).

For the purpose of discourses quantification, a binary nominal scale was used in the
dataset (1 —there is discourse; 0 —no discourse), regardless of the amount of
corresponding text units (words) and compositional linguistic features of the discourse’s
textual manifestations. Statistically significant results of binary logistic regression are

presented in Table 2. Note that in addition to the traditional criteria for assessing
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regression models fitness, the Hosmer and Lemeshow Goodness-of-Fit Test was also used

(in all cases we found out p>.050, i.e., the hypothesis of acceptable levels of models’
fitness were accepted). As we can see the inter-discourse relationships have been mostly
negative (Exp (B)<1), i.e. the actualization of one discourse is accompanied by a
statistically significant decrease in the probability of another (others) appearances in the
text, which in practice means the factual exclusion of these discourses from the quarantine
concept (Table 2). This feature determines the respective tendentiousness (biasing) of the

quarantine concept semantics.

At the same time “Number of discourses” appeared to be a positive predictor
(Exp (B)> 1) for the most discourses barring “Isolation of infected” and “Health
preservation”. In our opinion such statistical features suggest that the variables reliably
dependent on the “Number of discourses” are associatively related between themselves.
And that lead to an increase in the probability of their emergence as the pithiness of
definitions grow. We suggest that these discourses form a stable semantic core of the

quarantine concept in the linguistic consciousness of respondents.

Table 2
Binary logistic regression (dependent variables — discourses)
Dependent variables o
. = o) (= qcb’

(discourses) = 5 5 5 % = g

o . p— +~ O

= 80 15} g g)b Q =

b b o] -S .é = — O

b = S ) Q 2 %

Predictors = = = 2 = s a.

2 ) ) S 2 3} o
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the “Isolation of infected” discourse emergence in the quarantine definition is the higher,
the less changes in the daily life of respondents have been and vice versa. This feature
makes us suggest the play of some egocentric attitude of the respective respondents,
manifested by the principle: ‘quarantine is for infected ones’. An indirect confirmation of
the indicated egocentrism of this category of respondents might be found as well in the
following observation. The discourse “Isolation of infected”, in turn, acts as a negative
predictor in relation to the discourses “Virus dissemination™ and “Bureaucratic response”
(see Table 2). That is, respondents who had not been experiencing changes in everyday
life routine and discussing isolation of infected ones are not inclined to actualize any other
collective aspects of the quarantine problem. It is noteworthy that the non-discursive
criterion “Changes in everyday life” also acts as a positive predictor for the discourse
“Contact restriction”, increasing its probability together with the two already mentioned
negative predictors and another negative one — “Health preservation” (see Table 2). At the
same time, the last parameter as a dependent variable is positively predicted by
independent non-discursive variable — “Self-isolation (days)”. That is, quarantine concept
has most likely been defined in the context of maintaining and promoting health by those

respondents who have got some experience of being on self-isolation.

Set of stated features endue the discursive field with a specific organization, which
allows to consider the field as a discursive formation. Note that there have been two pairs
of discourses with two-way connections: “Virus dissemination” and “Sanitation and
hygiene”, as well as “Bureaucratic response” and “Contact restriction”. The bilateral
nature of the negative connection, in our opinion, indicates of accented opposition-like
relations between the respective discourses. On the other hand, returning to the identified
features of the “Number of discourse” predictor, one cannot help but assume the existence

of an association-like connection.
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This, at first glance, creates a contradiction — negatively connected discourses are
simultaneously related associatively, i.e. in positive way. This paradox can be resolved by
a systemic distinction of layers (semantic spaces), where the indicated negativity and
positivity have taken place. The “horizontal” layer is represented by the functional
interaction of discourses as structural components of the system. Note that at this level, the
system also includes non-discursive factors. The “vertical” layer is formed through the
meaning contribution by each discourse to the semantics of the quarantine concept as a
supersystem. Thus, horizontal inter-discourse negative relations do not prevent the
formation of positive connections — vertically integrated associations that are formed

indirectly through the category of the supersystem (quarantine).

Conclusions. Covid-19 related quarantine is represented in the linguistic
consciousness of russian-speaking Ukrainians by a discursive field, which includes at least
seven recognizable, semantically autonomous and interconnected discourses. Established
that the actualization of some discourses is accompanied by the deactivation of specific

others, what makes quarantine perception one-sided and biased.

We hope that the proposed view on quarantine might have a potentially useful
applicability. For example, when conducting mass alerts of citizens, organizing
educational communication of health authorities with the local population, introducing a
quarantine regime at enterprises and institutions, etc., it is important to consider that the
rhetoric about controlling of the virus spreading automatically deactivates the topic of
sanitary and hygienic measures. Obviously, discursive semantics is associated with
cognitive focus, which, in turn, affects the direction and consequences of proper behavior.
Therefore, considering the structural and semantic features of the quarantine discursive
formation under above circumstances could help increase the productivity and

effectiveness of informational anti-epidemiological policies.
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We consider the prospects for further studies of the quarantine concept with, firstly,

an increasing in the empirical sample, both in quantitative and linguistic-cultural relations
and providing the possibility of comparative cross-ethnic research of the actual subject
matter. Secondly, a deeper study of the influence on the quarantine concept semantics by
the corresponding category of non-discursive factors, including the differential

psychological characteristics of linguistic consciousness subjects.
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